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Legal Attribute and Rights of Climate Resources shizhiyuan

Abstract: Although climate resources are not clearly stipulated as the specific type of natural resources
according to China’s constitution and property law, their open statements indicate that the species of
natural resources are not limited to the types listed in laws. Climate resources is an important kind of
natural resources concerning the national economy and the people’s livelihood, which should be protected
by the constitution and laws. Natural resources are “specific”, “disposable”, “scarce” and  “independent”
objects, matching the features of the property object. Confirming state ownership of climate resources is
the common institutional choice for countries in the world, the inevitable requirement for coping with
climatic changes, the systematic property system of natural resources in our country, a significant showing
of a socialist country giving full play to its function of serving the people, the effective way to solving
“the tragedy of the commons”, as well as a misunderstanding clarification including the terms “common
share”, “Collective Ownership”, and “Co-ownership”. The paper finally illuminates that the national
ownership of climate resources does not equal to compensated use or free use.

Key words: climate resources, natural resources, object of rights, state ownership
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